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Let us not dispute any more about political
notions. It is now night. Dr. Johnson has dined,
drunk tea, and supped with only Mr. Charles Dilly
and me, and I am confirmed in my Toryism; what
is more, I am happy in my good old principles,
could but that sad necessary shock, the Revolution, be
forgotten.

I know not if Lord Haile's second volume be yet
ordered for you. I shall deliver your book to him,
and see to your getting his. Mr. Burke told me he
had not received your book, yet it was certainly
delivered to his old housekeeper. He asked me if it
had merit; I said it had learning and elegance of
expression, and a great deal about liberty, which he
would like, but which I did not like.* He said he
would read it, which is a compliment he does not

* Mr. Boswell here seems to forget a certain cap of his, with the
inscription " Paoli and Liberty." What the book above referred to
is, is not certain: but probably it was either the ** Selection of His-
torical and Political Memoirs," or the "Historical Essay on the
Abuse of Unrestrained Power," which was published in 1778.
There were also certain " Essays, Moral and Literary " (8vo, Dilly)
published in 1777, which might be suggested as the probable work
of Mr. Temple. Certain political discussions are interspersed in
these Essays, which may be the passages which excited Boswell's
observations upon his correspondent's aptitude for such matters. In
the London Magazine for December, 1777, of which we have seen
Boswell says he was a proprietor, there is a review of these "Essays,
Moral and Literary," which are described, in a style somewhat
familiar to the readers of Boswell's " Letters/' as "an agreeable col-
lection of ingenious, concise essays, on a great variety of useful
subjects, by some unknown writer, who seems to be well acquainted
with the world, and yet unspoiled by the degeneracy of manners
which at present universally prevails; he draws his maxims from the
schools of wisdom and virtue, and sends them forth in search of
literary fame, which we think they must acquire from the judicious
and sober part of mankind," The same Work is reviewed with praise
in the Gentlematfs Magazine, December, 1777.